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Chamber Members, Town Hear About

Private Road Problem — Again

Members of the Provost and District Chamber of
Commerce heard that talks are on-going about the
condition of a private road in town.

Member Randy Gregory had recently asked the
chamber to enquire about rectifying the condition of a
Canadian Pacific Railway road and a letter of reply
was read at the meeting on Wednesday, September 25.

The town’s letter read in part: * . . . that the Town
of Provost has been in contact with Canadian Pacific
Railway and the CPR leasees regarding the condition
of the above named road. The road is on private prop-
erty that is owned by CPR and although CPR recog-
nizes that the road is in bad repair they have no plans
for any maintenance on the road. The Town continues
to work with CPR and the leasees to try to find a solu-
tion.”

Gregory has since spoken to the town administra-
tor, Judy Larson and Mayor Ken Knox about the issue

and they told him they will keep working on the prob-
lem.

In May, 2007 a farmers’ truck using the road was
carrying 12 tons of fertilizer and it sunk down and
needed a large four wheel drive tractor to pull it out
(see PN May 23, 2007). Other vehicles have also
become stuck near the east end of the road over the
years.

Taxes for that stretch of land (see map) are sent to
the Canadian Pacific Railway for payment.

The issue of maintaining the road has plagued town
council for decades and when the road is wet it can
become impassable because of water and mud.

The Town of Provost can not legally be on that road
because it is privately held. The town has been dis-
couraged by the owner from maintaining that road at
the town’s cost over the decades, even when grain
trucks were using it to haul crops to the elevators that
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The shaded line shows the area of road that is on land not owned by the
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A private road being used by the public in
town—but little to no maintenance is taking
place. ©ProvosT NEWS PHOTO.

used to be there. There are still two private firms near-
by that rely on the use of the road for its own staff and
customers on a daily basis. People going to the local
golf club also use the road.

Over the years and with different town council
administrations, town graders have done some main-
taining of the road, including snow plowing but the
Town of Provost has been told in the past by the own-
ers the town is not even to cut grass or weeds along
the CPR property.

The issue of the maintenance of the road was also
discussed by the Provost and District Chamber of
Commerce three years ago.
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